THE COACH
OPERATORS
GUIDE
GROUP TRAVEL ON THE
SETTLE - CARLISLE RAILWAY

WELCOME TO
THE SETTLE
& CARLISLE
RAILWAY
Explore one of the world’s
greatest railway journeys...
This world-famous railway line carves its way
through some of the Yorkshire Dales’ most
dramatic scenery and the remote fells of
Westmorland. The hard climbing done; it then
passes through Cumbria’s verdant Eden Valley
before arriving at the historic border city of
Carlisle.
The Settle to Carlisle railway has become etched
in history as the line they tried to close– but failed.
More than 25 years ago, it came perilously close
to being shut forever but, at the last moment, was
reprieved. Since then, it has gone from strength to
strength and is loved for its sense of history and
the impossibly dramatic setting.
From Leeds, the line passes through West
Yorkshire to Skipton where the Yorkshire Dales
begin. Settle is the gateway to the spectacular
Three Peaks area (Pen-y-Ghent, Ingleborough
and Whernside), in the heart of which sits the
Ribblehead viaduct. A testament to Victorian
engineering and the tenacity of the men who built
it, the structure needs to be viewed in its position
to be believed. The climb continues to the line’s
highest point at Ais Gill, giving an awe-inspiring
vista of Dentdale along the way. The craggy sides
of Mallerstang signal the start of the descent
into Cumbria’s Eden Valley. Isolated farms and
waterfalls pepper the valley sides, and, by Kirkby
Stephen, the landscape has become increasingly
lush and verdant. At Appleby, red sandstone
buildings surround a medieval castle in this pretty
market town with beautiful riverside walks.
The final stage of the journey through to Carlisle
is dominated by the hills of the Pennines to the
east and tantalising, distant views of the oftensnow-capped Lakeland fells to the west. The River
Eden is never far away, winding through a pastoral
backdrop of farmland and woods. Arriving in the
border city of Carlisle signals the completion of
one of the world’s greatest railway journeys.
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AN ICONIC
JOURNEY...
The 72 miles of track between
Carlisle and Settle has:
• 20 stations;
11 open to the public and 9 closed
• 17 major viaducts
• 14 tunnels
• 2 level crossings
• 12 signal boxes
Illustrated map by Tom Woolley
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GROUP TRAVEL:
YOUR GUIDE
We pride ourselves on offering you the best
group travel experience from enquiry to booking
and finally, your groups day out!
Our group travel team, based at Appleby train
station, will guide you, and your group, through
the booking process with our extensive local
knowledge. We will provide you with a wealth
of information to assist you arrange your groups
day out.
Your journey can start and end at any of the
stations between Carlisle through to Leeds.
Our team will work with you to create a travel
package that suits your groups itinerary
Our group travel team can authorise discounts
for groups of up to 30% off the usual fares for
the line. We can also supply exclusive voucher
discounts, available from our Explore Voucher
scheme, for attractions, shops and cafés in
the region of the railway, for you to give to
customers.
You can also pre-book refreshments for your
group and our group travel team will be happy
to discuss options with you. Our on-train,
award-winning, refreshment trolley service
offers a wide range of hot and cold drinks,
locally produced ale, tray bakes and biscuits,
confectionery and, on some services, locallymade ice cream. For birthdays and other special
occasions, we can give your party our personal
attention to make your day one to remember!
Please note: The diesel-sprinter train service
operate daily, except Christmas Day and Boxing
Day. To avoid over-crowding on trains, we
limit all group bookings to a maximum of 53
passengers on any of these services.
For more information and to speak with a
member of our friendly team, please call our
office at Appleby train station on 01768 353200
or, email grouptravel@settle-carlisle.co.uk.

TOURS & GUIDES

WALKS FROM THE LINE

The Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line (FOSCL)
can provide an on-train guide to either provide
a running commentary or, point out places of
interest and answer passenger questions. The
guides have a wealth of knowledge about the line,
its history and architecture, the stunning scenery
and the local towns and villages.

There are a number of guided walks throughout
the year provided by FOSCL volunteers. Why
not take part in the popular short walks and talks
around Ribblehead viaduct? If you wish to book a
place on a guided walk, please call our team.

Our group travel team can arrange a FOSCL guide
to be present on your journey however we will
need you to confirm that you require this no later
than one week prior to your booking. In highseason (Spring to late Summer) most trains will
have a FOSCL tour guide through out the day.
We can also offer small groups a guided tour of
the restored Signal Box at Settle station. This
must be booked with us in advance.
Please contact us should you require a FOSCL
on-train guide or wish to view the Settle Signal
Box. Please note that all the guides are volunteers
and the availability of a guide can not be
guaranteed on all journeys.

A list of guided walks are available to download at:
www.foscl.org.uk/guided-walks
www.settle-carlisle.co.uk/walks

TRAIN SERVICES
The railway runs from Carlisle to Leeds via
Appleby and Settle. The rail line is a part of
the National Rail Network. There are 8 trains,
running in either direction, Monday - Saturday.
On Sundays there are 6 services, running in either
direction, from Leeds - Carlisle, via Appleby and
Settle.
For the latest journey times and to download a
timetable please visit www.settle-carlisle.co.uk
or, call 01768 353200.
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EXPLORE
& MORE
It’s no secret that there’s an
abundance of visitor attractions,
boutique shops, eateries, walks
and stunning scenery in Settle and
Carlisle country. Where will your
journey take you?

APPLEBY
Appleby Castle

www.applebycastle.co.uk

Stainmore Railway

www.kirkbystepheneast.co.uk

Rheged Centre
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www.rheged.com
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SETTLE

CARLISLE
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Carlisle Cathedral

www.carlislecathedral.org.uk
01228 548151

Carlisle Castle

www.english-heritage.org.uk

Gallery On The Green

www.galleryonthegreen.org.uk
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Hadrian’s Wall

www.hadrianswallcountry.co.uk

Tullie House Museum & Gallery

www.tulliehouse.co.uk
01228 618718

Settle Signal Box

www.foscl.org.uk

The Folly Museum

www.thefolly.org.uk
01729 822854
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Settle Stories

www.settlestories.org.uk
05603 845693

INGLETON, RIBBLEHEAD &
HORTON-IN-RIBBLESDALE

STATION
INFORMATION

Ingleton Waterfalls Trail

Carlisle

www.ingletonwaterfallstrail.co.uk
015242 41930

Station car park operated by Virgin Trains

Yorkshire Three Peaks Walk

www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/visit-the-dales
0300 456 0030

Ribblehead Visitors Centre
www.foscl.org.uk

(Station located in the town centre)

Court Square, Carlisle, CA1 1QZ

Armathwaite

(0.3 miles to village)

Station Road, Armathwaite, CA4 9PL
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No ticket office available at this station
No coach access in the car park

Lazonby

SKIPTON

(0.1 miles to Lazonby village)

Seat Hill, Lazonby, CA10 1DL
No ticket office available at this station
No car park at this station

Langwathby

(0.1 miles to village)

Stoney Bank/A686, Langwathby, CA10 1NZ
No ticket office available at this station
Drop off and pick up only

Appleby

(0.3 miles to town centre)

Clifford Street, Appleby, CA16 6TT
Office opening hours: Monday – Friday

Skipton Castle

www.skiptoncastle.co.uk
01756 792442

Craven Museum & Gallery
www.cravenmuseum.org
01756 706407

Office Telephone: 01768 353200
Booking Office opening hours:
Monday – Friday 09.00am - 18.15pm,
Saturday 08.00am - 17.20pm
Coach drop off access is available at the front of

Bolton Abbey

station

www.boltonabbey.com
01756 718009

Station Accessibility: Appleby has a barrow

Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway

There is also direct level access onto both

www.embsayboltonabbeyrailway.org.uk
01756 710614

Skipton Boat Trips
www.canaltrips.co.uk
01756790829

crossing for use with station staff until 17:00.
platforms from the highway.

Kirkby Stephen (1.9 miles to village)
Wiseber Road, Kirkby Stephen, CA17 4LE
No ticket office available at this station
No coach parking available. Coach drop off and
pick up only
Market Day: Monday
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Garsdale

(3.3 miles to village)
Coal Road, Garsdale Head, LA10 5PQ
No ticket office available at this station
No car park available

Dent

(4.4 miles to village)
Coal Road, Cowgill, LA10 5RF
No ticket office available at this station
No room for coaches available in the car park
No turning space for coaches. Very steep,
narrow single track road to station.

Ribblehead

(0.6 miles to Ribblehead Viaduct)
Low Sleights Road, Ingleton, LA6 3AS
No ticket office available at this station
Coach drop off access available
Please be aware of train times on the return
journey as there can be a wait.
Café at Ribblehead Visitors Centre
(Seasonal opening hours only)

Horton-In-Ribblesdale (2.0 miles to village)
Station Road, Horton-In-Ribblesdale, BD24 0HH
No ticket office available at this station

Settle (0.2 miles from town centre)
Station Road, Settle, BD24 9AA
Office opening hours: Monday – Friday
Office Telephone: 01729 825888
Booking office opening hours:
Monday – Friday 07.15am - 16.40pm,
Saturday 09.15am - 18.00pm,
Sundays 09.30am - 18.00pm
Limited facilities for coach drop off and pick up
are available via The Sidings Industrial Estate
(Postcode: BD24 9FJ)
Coach parking available at
White Friars Car Park (Postcode: BD24 9JD)
Station Accessibility:
Station has a barrow crossing for use with
station staff until 16:30, otherwise there is a
footbridge. The station is not fully accessible.
Market Day – Tuesday
Skipton (0.6 mile from town centre)
Broughton Road, Skipton, BD23 1RT
Coach drop off and pick up access at the front of
the station.
Car park situated at the front of the station and
to the side of the old yard area.
Café available in the Station
Market Day: Monday, Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday

SAVE MORE
& EXPLORE
Whether you live in the areas surrounding the
railway, a little further afield, or even if you’re an
overseas visitor exploring our beautiful region,
the Explore voucher scheme is the perfect match
for you! The Settle-Carlisle Railway has teamed
up with hotels, eateries, visitor attractions and
shops from all over the Yorkshire Dales, Cumbria,
and Lancashire who are looking forward to
exchanging your voucher for a whole range of
tempting discounts.
Just take the voucher along with yourself to
the respected business and hey presto…you’ve
bagged yourself a saving! The fun doesn’t
end there…visit our website, or pick up one of
our Explore leaflets from a station or tourist
information centre near you, for even more
fantastic deals!
To download the latest Explore Vouchers visit
www.settle-carlisle.co.uk

MAKE IT
A DAY TO
REMEMBER...
From calendars, books and stationary to local
produce and stunning photographic prints,
you’re sure to find the perfect souvenir to
complement your trip.
Why not make the most of your journey along
the iconic Settle to Carlisle railway with a
guide book. Learn about the early controversy
surrounding the railway’s construction and
historical facts about the towns, villages and
landscapes found along the railway line.
To view our full range of gifts, visit our online
shop at www.settle-carlisle.co.uk/shop
If you’d like to provide your group with a gift
package, feel free to call our group travel team
who would be happy to arrange this with you.
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STEAM TRAINS...
Steam excursions do feature on the line,
especially during the summer months. They are
run by various specialist operators on specific
dates, and often originate from other areas of
the country. These excursions do not pick up
passengers at any of the stations along the
Settle to Carlisle railway.
If you wish to book a steam-hauled excursion
you will need to contact the operator direct.
Please visit www.railadvent.co.uk for more
information about operators that run steam
excursions along the line.
Image courtesy of Stuart Petch www.stuart-petch-photography.co.uk

COACH
DRIVER’S
INFORMATION
APPLEBY TRAIN STATION

SETTLE TRAIN STATION

Clifford Road, Appleby
Cumbria, CA16 6TT

Station Road, Settle,
North Yorkshire, BD24 9AA

Station opening hours:
Mon – Fri: 09.00am - 18.15pm
Saturday: 08.00am - 17.20pm

Station opening hours:
Mon – Fri: 07.15 am - 16.40pm
Saturday: 09.15am - 18.00pm
Sunday: 09.45am - 18.00pm

Office Telephone (Group Travel enquiries):
(Mon - Fri) 01768 353200
Email: grouptravel@settle-carlisle.co.uk
Coaches can access and turn in the
station car park.

Office Telephone: (Mon - Thur) 01729 825888
Coaches can access and turn in the station
car park, or via The Sidings business park
located behind the station.
Postcode: BD24 9FJ

TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRES
Carlisle:
Appleby:
Settle:
Skipton:

01228 598596
01768 351177
01729 825192
01756 792809

Friends of the Settle Carlisle Line
www.foscl.org.uk
Northern by Arriva
www.northernrailway.co.uk
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